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About the Sargassum Inundation Report, data use and disclaimer
The Sargassum Inundation Report is an experimental product that is refreshed daily and uses
satellite-based data to estimate the potential for Sargassum to wash ashore. It is not a forecast.
The Sargassum Inundation Report is a collaborative effort between the Atlantic Oceanographic and
Meteorological Laboratory (NOAA/AOML), NOAA/CoastWatch/OceanWatch, and the University
of South Florida (USF), using satellite remote sensing data from the National Environmental
Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NOAA/NESDIS), NASA, and the Copernicus Programme.
The Sargassum Inundation Report is free and publicly available, for any legal use, under the Creative
Commons Zero 1.0 Universal Public Domain Dedication (CC0-1.0). You may copy, modify,
distribute, and use these data for any lawful purpose, even commercial purposes, without asking
permission.

NOAA requests attribution for the use or dissemination of unaltered NOAA data (e.g., "Data
courtesy of NOAA/AOML, NOAA CoastWatch, and USF"). However, you may not state or imply
endorsement by, or affiliation with, NOAA. If you modify NOAA data, you may not state or imply
that it is original, unaltered NOAA data. The NOAA emblem (logo) and other NOAA-trademarked
names and emblems remain subject to trademark protection and may not be used without separate,
express permission.
NOAA data are at various levels of quality and maturity, but unless otherwise indicated and
consistent with applicable law, NOAA makes no warranty about the data, disclaims liability for all
use, and cannot determine their fitness for any third party use.
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Since 2011, large Sargassum accumulations have repeatedly affected the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of America and tropical Atlantic, sometimes causing economic,
environmental and public health harm. The Sargassum Inundation Risk (SIR) fields provide an overview of the risk of Sargassum coastal inundation in these
regions, using satellite-derived floating algae data from the University of South Florida (USF). For each coastal pixel, the algorithm examines these data in
the surrounding 50-100 km and compares them with a multiday baseline. The difference is used to classify the coastal risk as low (blue), warning (yellow),
medium (orange), or high (red). Black indicates insufficient data, and the vectors on the maps represent geostrophic currents.

https://optics.marine.usf.edu/projects/saws.html
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